Natural Resource Management Issues
Research Paper
· 3 to 5 pages

· APA format (citations, reference list, page numbers, title page, page numbers, headers, headings, etc…)
· Due October 20th at beginning of class – may e-mail this assignment before class begins.
The purpose of this assignment is to highlight the natural resource management issues associated with adventure-based programming. Public and private land managers are faced with many challenges as more and more people participate in adventure recreation. The following represents some of the issues facing mangers:

· Over crowding

· Accidents and Injuries

· Search, rescue and insurance

· User conflicts

· Environmental damage

· Economic impact

· Multiple use

· Legal liability

· Technology and wilderness

Your goal is to research the issues to gain a better understanding of the complexities associated managing natural resources for adventure recreation. As adventure programmers, we must be aware of these issues as we lead our groups. We must be empathetic and understand the resource manager’s perspective.
Topic and idea suggestions:

1. Focus on one adventure-based activity (rock climbing, rafting, caving, etc.)
2. Choose a specific park or forest and highlight unique challenges

3. Focus on environmental impact

4. Discuss resource management tactics to address challenges

5. Focus on one issue that transcends all public lands

6. Focus on private land issues.

7. Discuss unique programs that have been designed

The above suggestions are given to help you brainstorm possible directions to pursue. You will have to dive into the literature and find a topic of interest. Please feel free to bounce ideas off of your professor as you develop this project. 

